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And we will further of our spe- 
cial grace, aiid of our certaii; kiipw- 
jedge and mere raotion, flo grant to 
the said sovereign, free biirgeiises and 
commonalty of the Jjqroijgb of Bel- 
fast, that from henceforth it shall and 
may he lawful for all and singiilar, the 
;>aiu freemen of the borough afocesaid, 
and their successors to erect and ap- 
point in' tiie franchises of the said 
borough, one wharf or cjiiay, ii} any 
convenient place, on the' side of the 
river qf Belfast aforesaid', and also 
that it shall and niay be lawful for 
all ^nd singular r^ieiohants, as well 
inhabitants as foreigners, and all q. 
ttier, our lie^e subjects whatsoever 
with ships and tjoats to come up and 
apply to said wharf or qu^y, and 
there to discharge and unload, and 
from thencp also fo export and convey 
away, all and all kind^ of merchan- 
dize or other things, without the ln|in- 
deraiice of us, ^.at heirs or successprs, 
or of any of the officers of put 
j;ustoins or fearpher^, op spy ot eir 
ther of our officers of us, ' onr heirs 
or successors being resident in out 
port of C. Fergus ; provided alwaysf 
(hat th^ saict nierchants and other 
our liege subjects, pay or cause to 
be payed to 115, our heirs' anid suc- 
cessors, all and singular our ctisitorns 
as well great as small,' and si^bsidies 
of povjndase an^ other impositions due 
and payaBle In our said port of C. 
Fergus/ ^nd in the \jays and (;reeks of 
the same, for all and singular mVrphan- 
dizesimportedandexported as aforesaid. 
And further, of ou» more abun- 
dant special grace, and of oqr cer- 
tain knowledge and mere motion, we 
do grant to the said sovereign^ free 
busgesses and cbmroonalty pf the bo- 
rough ^fpresaid, and tneir successors 
for ever, that these our letters patent, 
and every article and clause fb@'reini 
contained^ or Ute ihroHment thereof 
shall be construed, interpreted, and 
adjqdged fpr the greatest' advantage, 
beneht, and fjivoui' pf ^\e afoj;esaifl 
sovereign, firee ' fewgesses and c^ntr 
inonaity of the. l>oK>ugh jito^said, 
and their successors toVvards and a^ 
gainst Us, QU( heirs, and' successors, 
as well In all our' courts, '9^ else whcas 
■withiii' our said kingdom 'of lreland> 
as elsewhere wheresoever, without any 
confirinatioa, licence, <n t«leratiea 



herealjer to be procured or obtained, 
njjtwittetaqding that our writ of ud 
<piod dumiium did not issue to en- 
quire of the premiges, bjefore tlje 
perfection of tliese put Letters Patent, 
kndnotwithstandittg any defect or other 
matleir, csuse, or thing to the con- 
trary, notwithstantjing so that, &c. 
We will also, <fec. and withojit any 
line to be paid tintp OUF Hanaper, &c. 

In Witness \¥ hereof we have caused 
these Qur letters to bje ipade patent ; 
witness our aforesaid Deputy General, 
of our said kingdom of Ireland, tit 
Dublin, the 27th day of April, in the 
year of our Keign of England, France 
ami Ireland the lUh, and of Scot- 
land the 4eth.' 

By vertue of the King's Letter sent 
ftotn l'!«gland uudfjr his pi'op«r hand 
and seal. 

A list qftbe Sovereigns and BupgisS' 
es of Belfast, Jrom Die xtate oftliis Vhur- 
ter till the year 1761. will be given in 
our next. 

For tfte Belfast JMotUhlij Magazine. 

QN PUBUC BAKSaies, 

1HAVE lately seen \n thf> NewSj 
papers some remarks on S( ^uhlic 
Ikkery, and in the same paper WGtkws 
from in act of pajrliament relative to 
the baking tvadeu i'hi* citcHmttancet 
reviyetl ideas, which 1 haye Qhea 
formerly had on these subject^, *nd 
which I am inclined to subiqil to 
the! public through this miscellany, 

One clause of the act requires the 
baker to take ^ oath ctf Ql&ce« 
among other things to use oply 
the prescribed materials in his thread. 
At one period of Irith legislation an 
oath w^s required almost on every 
occasion. Bikers, ' Brewefs, Linen- 
drapers miist sweac The latter in- 
deed by a r«solut« stand a^ A.^nEia^, 
in 1732, Resisted, and refus?4 tp en- 
tangle themselves with an ensj^^a^g 
and jgnomioious gath of office, 'Ihey 
said, " lei our properties be aiisijier^te 
for any mistake^i vje oaay l^pp.^n to 
comm^, but let ws kfeg ou^ cpn- 
scieiices fi?eev" Thos? in «ther t^a^de^ 
having less, ppwe« qf ^ejirta^c^i ^^we 
farced td copwly. It h^ always ap^ 
peared to me a bad system of le^slat j»n 
ta recur tftpeipleiing oaths of office. 
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by which an honest man taiy be 
hampered in the proper exercise of 
his business, while the knave evades 
or boldly breaks through the net, 
with which it is proposed to secure 
him. I sncerely hope no efforts will 
be made to revive tbisoath of office, 
which very properly has almost become 
obsolete, though the enaction of the 
law is of recent date, I believe it is 
not passed above twenty years ago. 
Public bakeries judiciously and 
conscientiously managed so as to 
hoM an even balance between the 
interests of the public, and the fair 
profits of the trdfler, afford an ex- 
cellent substitute for legislative or 
magisterial interference. Thus ad- 
Riiuistered, they act on the fair 
principle of commercial rivalship. 
That they may not bear too hard 
on tb« private baker, or enproach on 
Bis reasonable profits, for all trades 
should be allowed to live.the subscribers 
should have a moderate protit on 
their deposites. If a public institution 
ti this sort make a moderate dividend 
the private tradesman must be still 
better circumstaticed as he has many 
advantages in the economy of manage- 
ment ovw a public institution ; and 
to the eBjoymeht of these advantages 
the private baker is justly entitled. 
No attempts should be made to run 
him down, for this might lead to a 
most injurious and unjust monopoly 
on the part of the subscribers to a 
public bakery. 

I'he leading aim of the managers 
of such an institution should be 
scrupulously to adjust the interests 
of the consumers and the bakers of 
bread, to prevent the former from 
being imposed upon by too small a 
loaf, or to bear too hard on the 
latter, so as not to allow him a full 
recompense for bis toil aiid risque. 

If public bakeries, were generally 
established, and these principles 
strictly adhered to by an efficient 
committee of active and impartial 
men, the assize of bread would be 
better regulated than by oaths, or 
the remitting activity of public 
officers. The equitable principle of 
commerce, by customers going to the 
shop whether public or private at 
which they are best served, answers 
every purpose, ag the bublis bakery 



always keeps up a fair competition, 
while care is taken that the trade 
should not degenerate into a monopoly 
on either sides. 1 see only one ob- 
jection to public bakeries, the dif- 
liculty of getting a suitable committee 
who will attend to their functions 
in the present lack of public spirit. 

For tlw Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ON SOME FASHIONABLB KRRORS IN 
SOCIAL INTERCOURSE. 

IT has been asserted that some 
foreign nations liave no terra in 
their language equivalent to our word, 
comfort. Probably national partiality 
has issued this assertion, whicli like 
many other vague and confident 
maxinis has been implicitly adopted 
without examination, through the 
prejudice of national vanity. Be 
this, however, as it may, I am con- 
fident, that there is no such word, 
as comfort in the vocabulary of the 
votaries of fashion, who havenootlier 
standard of convenience than the 
prevailing mode of the day, but 
who with wonderful facility d'iscover 
that those things which were con- 
venient, and had innumerable ad- 
vantages yesterday, have lost to day 
all these advantages not from any 
alteration intrinsically in the things 
themselves, but because fashion m 
the omnipotence of her sway, has 
changed her unstable and fluctuating 
decrees. But it is not my intention 
at present to attack the volumino\is 
and unsettled code of fashion, at full 
length or in bulk, such an attempt 
would bewilder myself and my readers : 
I shall select only one of lier laws, 
and endeavour to show how far the 
unaffected hospitality of former times 
has been ill exchanged for the ostenta- 
tious entertainments of the present day. 
fn good old fashioned times, a 
friend was received without ceremony, 
and invited to partake of the fare 
that was going, so as to suit his 
convenience, and a hearty welcome 
supplied the place of ostentation. If 
a friend from a distance, called in, 
he was heartily welcomed and his 
accommodation, not the vanity of 
the entertainer to display the parade 
of a costly entertaiument set out 



